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Grant will fund Washington Street improvements and upgrades 
  
 
Additional full resolution photos available on Flickr. 
LYNN – December 2, 2019 – Today, Governor Charlie Baker joined Mayor Thomas 
McGee and other local leaders at Lynn City Hall to announce a MassWorks 
Infrastructure Program grant worth $1.6 million to reconstruct Washington Street. This 
MassWorks investment will support continued growth in key districts of Lynn that have 
seen impressive housing and retail development in recent years, and will serve as a 
catalyst for future mixed-use projects near the city’s waterfront, downtown and public 
transportation. 
  
MassWorks funds will upgrade a quarter mile stretch of roadway in the Sagamore Hill 
Gateway District, which is located across from North Shore Community College and 
within walking distance of downtown and the MBTA commuter rail station. This stretch 
of roadway is also connected to the only access point across the Lynnway to the city’s 
waterfront. Additional improvements in accessibility and safety for all users include the 
installation of streetscape amenities, bicycle lanes and ADA elements. 
  
“MassWorks is a valuable program that maximizes return on investment for capital 
funding, delivering vital infrastructure repairs that improve public safety while 
stimulating local and private development, job growth and housing production,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker. “We have been proud to support Lynn’s revitalization efforts 
in previous MassWorks rounds, and we are pleased to once again partner with the City 
to produce housing, foster retail development, and further connect its business and 
cultural districts with its waterfront.” 
  
“As former municipal leaders, Governor Baker and I know firsthand the value of flexible 
grant programs like MassWorks, which help communities make targeted 
enhancements and provide opportunities for economic development,” said Lieutenant 
Governor Karyn Polito. “The City of Lynn has so much to offer, including transit-
oriented housing and a burgeoning arts and cultural scene, and today’s award will 
further unlock the Sagamore Hill Gateway District and provide safer access for all 
travelers and people of all abilities.” 
 
The project area is experiencing tremendous growth, with two recently completed 
mixed use developments and a third housing/retail development under construction. 
MassWorks upgrades will support this growth and act as a catalyst for future growth. 
  
“This administration recognizes the importance of reliable, modern infrastructure to the 
safety and success of communities of all sizes,” said Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Mike Kennealy. “We are proud of the improvements to 
public safety, thousands of new jobs and housing units, and millions of square feet of 
new commercial space that the MassWorks program has delivered for residents, and 
we look forward to continuing to leverage every tool at our disposal to ensure all 351 
cities and towns in Massachusetts continue to thrive.” 
  
This MassWorks project will help Lynn realize its vision for its waterfront by connecting 
its Central Business District, new Cultural District, waterfront, and the established 
Sagamore Hill neighborhood. Lynn is currently in the final stages of publishing its 
revised Waterfront Master Plan, Waterfront Open Space Master Plan, and Municipal 
Harbor Plan. Each plan outlines a vision of residential, recreational, and commercial 
growth, protections for environmental resources, a framework for land use 
development, and multi-modal connectivity. 
  
“The Lower Washington Street area is steadily transforming into a vibrant place to live 
and visit due to collaboration of a number of partners including North Shore 
Community College, private developers, the Lynn Housing Authority and 
Neighborhood Development, the City of Lynn, and now the Commonwealth, through 
this MassWorks Grant funding,” said Mayor Thomas M. McGee. “Its proximity to the 
Commuter Rail, the downtown, our waterfront, and Rt.1A access to Boston, makes this 
infrastructure improvement all the more vital to what we are seeking to accomplish. I 
want to extend my sincere thanks to Governor Baker and Secretary Kennealy for 
recognizing the value of investing in this project and to the State Delegation for their 
support of the MassWorks Program each budget season. We are excited to get to 
work and provide the public bricks and mortar that will complement the recent and 
ongoing development that is occurring here.” 
  
“Investing in our infrastructure is one of the best ways we can improve neighborhoods 
and support our local economy,” said Senator Brendan Crighton. “Thank you to 
Secretary Kennealy and the Baker-Polito administration for working closely with us and 
for making this funding a priority.” 
  
“We appreciate MassWork's continued investment in the Lower Washington 
St/Sagamore Hill area that is experiencing a revival with new housing, commercial, 
and higher educational opportunities for Lynners,” said Representative Daniel Cahill. 
  
“Walkability and transportation access are critical factors for economic development. 
With this grant, pedestrians, cyclists, community college students, and drivers alike will 
find it easier and safer to travel in and around downtown Lynn and take advantage of 
the growing number of amenities the city has to offer,” Representative Lori Ehrlich 
said. “I am proud to join my colleagues in sharing the news of this grant, which will 
make it easier for everyone to enjoy downtown Lynn and continue to move the city 
forward.” 
  
Through the 2019 MassWorks round, the Baker-Polito Administration will award more 
than $72 million in MassWorks awards to a diverse mix of 36 projects in 35 
communities across the Commonwealth, including nine Gateway Cities and eight 
communities that will receive MassWorks funding for the first time. The awards will 
unlock a total of $2.3 billion in private investment and more than 4,600 new full-time 
jobs, along with more than 3,100 new housing units, more than a third of which are 
affordable, building on the Administration’s efforts to tackle the ongoing housing 
shortage through complementary programs like historic funding for affordable housing 
and the proposed Housing Choice legislation. The transformative projects funded by 
the 2019 awards were selected from 92 applications, totaling $223 million in requests. 
  
Since 2015, the Baker-Polito Administration has awarded more than $456 million in 
MassWorks grants to support 219 shovel-ready projects in 141 communities. 
MassWorks funding has leveraged over $9.2B in private investments and made 
possible the creation of more than 14,000 new housing units and tens of thousands of 
construction and permanent jobs. 
  
Governor Baker signed economic development legislation in August 2018 that 
included substantial new funding for municipalities, including another $250 million for 
MassWorks awards. The legislation built on the Baker-Polito Administration’s work to 
partner with communities to catalyze economic development and create new 
opportunities for residents across the Commonwealth, including the 2016 Job Creation 
and Workforce Development act, which authorized $1 billion to support economic 
development efforts across the state, including a $500 million authorization for the 
MassWorks Infrastructure Program, enhanced tools and the introduction of new 
strategies for job-readiness efforts. 
  
Learn more about MassWorks here. 
  
### 
 
 
Copyright © 2019, Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development, All rights reserved. 
 
Executive Office of Housing & Economic Development 
1 Ashburton Place, Room 2101, Boston, MA 02108 
(617) 788-3610 
mass.gov/hed | twitter.com/MassEOHED 
 
.  
 
 
 
 
 
EOHED · 1 Ashburton Pl Ste 2101 · Boston, MA 02108-1519 · USA  
 
 
 
 
 
